
 

A man from Vigo seeks a museum for the "jewel" of 
microbiology 

VIGO 

A man from Vigo seeks a museum for the 

"jewel" of microbiology 

 
Dr. Tomás Camacho, with his wife, Estrella, and researcher Brian Ford, at the Royal 

Society in London with Leeuwenhoek's letters. 
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Leeuwenhoek's microscope and a book by Robert Hooke, which was the first 
scientific best seller, are the centerpieces of a collection owned by Tomás 
Camacho 

The Board of Galicia has just initiated the declaration as an Asset of Cultural Interest 
of the only original Leeuwenhoek microscope that is known in Spain and which is 
owned by the Vigo microbiologist Tomás Camacho. The microscope was built in the 
late 17th century by Leeuwenhoek, a Dutchman considered the father of 
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microbiology and parasitology, and is a valuable piece for the history of 
science. Only a dozen originals are preserved around the world and it was built 
following the instructions of the book by Robert Hooke, "the British Leonardo da 
Vinci" as described by Dr. Camacho. The Ministry of Culture had declared it unique in 
2019 and now the Board is beginning the process to turn it into an asset of cultural 
interest. "It is the highest honour that a piece can achieve in a country," he says.  

Camacho never thought of selling the microscope, which was valued at 509,000 
euros, and if he did, he would not be able to leave Spain because it is now part of the 
national heritage. His interest is purely scientific and he has shown this since he 
acquired it in 2015, because he gave it on multiple occasions so that it could be 
exhibited in museums or he took it himself to participate in events around the world 
in which the microscope had a great relevance. The next appointment will be the 
temporary exhibition "Microbiology: exploring beyond the visible" that opens in 
September the National Museum of Natural Sciences and where the piece will travel 
in a special transport, together with the book "Micrographia" by Robert Hooke, 
another treasure from your collection. Therefore, the obligations that the declaration 
as BIC entails seem well confirmed. 

At the same time, Dr. Camacho has spent time talking with museums in Galicia and 
throughout Spain with the idea of giving up his collection, made up of these two 
unique pieces and another 150 microscopes from different periods. There are 
several interested centers. He would like him to be able to stay in Vigo and he spoke 
so on some occasion with the mayor, who had already promoted an exhibition at the 
Marco on the occasion of the International Year of Light, and also puts an important 
condition on it. He would not like there to be pieces forever banished to a 
warehouse. "I would like that in addition to the star pieces, the rest were rotated to 
show 25 one year and 25 the next." A few days ago he lent a microscope from the 
19th century for an exhibition held in Madrid for the centenary of the death of Luis 
Simarro. Very few people in the world could have found this gem of microbiology. 
Camacho knew of Leeuwenhoek; in the past he had bought a replica of 
Leeuwenhoek's microscope in a Dutch museum and he happened to see an offer 
from an antiquarian on the internet that offered a lot of ‘painting instruments’. The 
microscope was there, but the old owner thought it was just a compass. They were 
several objects extracted from a dredging of the Delft canal, the city where the father 
of microbiology lived. At first, Camacho he did not pay much attention, but the 
second he looked at it again online. It seemed to him that it was something artisan 
and decided to pay the 1,500 euros they were asking for. His wife was fine with it, 
though she teased him a bit to consider it her early Christmas present. Once in his 
power, he asked the Vigo restorer Rafael San Marcial for an opinion and decided to 
go to the world's greatest expert on Leeuwenhoek, Professor Brian Ford, from the 
Physics department of the University of Cambridge, who used sophisticated 
techniques and consulted experts from other countries. After five months research 
Ford concluded that it was authentic.  
 
Around the world there are 12 original microscopes, which are in Belgium, Holland 
and Germany in the hands of institutions or individuals. 


