Nonscience

NEXT, the decimal year, Ips
quite simple really.  The new
decimal year will divide up
10 months of 10 days each. Each
New Day will be worth 3.65 Old
Days, and Monday morning will
starl half way through Thursilay
afternoan, This is the concept
of Brian Tord, s gharp voung
microscopist from Cardiff, If
“¥ou think jt's daft, he adds, then
what aboni decimal cirrency, the
Creen Cross Code which " ‘asks
kids to estimate the speed of
approaching vehicles, or the fuss
about long-term efiects of tea and
coffec.” “You might just as well
talk: about the longterm  side
effects of eream of mushroom
soup,” he told David Elundy.

Ford is also an expertolozist,
an expert on experts, and he's
been pulling them apart in an
amusing new book called Non-
science, He says we've all been
bullied by the modern expert,
the new-style scientist who chases
column inches as energetically
45 any young starlet, Experts
are opinionated, self-centred and
irrational,” says Ford. “They
are so obscure, only other experts
can understand what hey are
saying."
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or ucing and rearin
children the vmbﬂith of which is
not predicated on (he consistent
presence in jhe lhousehold of an
adult male acting in the role of
husband and !q&har.

Ford: * Thig

runs a lab’ fn
Cardiff, and js also an expert on
autopsies, inicrobiology and slag-
heaps, as wel| as experts. But it
takes an expertologist to t an
£Xpertologist and he betrays g
hint of Jealousy towards Dr

is 32,

knows how to operate
the media, and has had more
column  inches thon anyone,
Someone did g lung transplant in

63; it's just as difficult as gz
heart transplant, put nobody
heard about jt.*

Ford also examines the think-

perts. He

inz of our own friendly sociolo.
frat_ Desmonq
[

Morris, and says

t The Human Zoo he imposes

new hygatheuml treatments
ipon out-dated notions. Wiy is
it that we assiduously avoiy each
other as we wajl around, being
careful to arvoeid Lnocking  into
each other? He says Desmornid’s
answer js straighg out of the
school of Nonsciepnes: It is De-
rause we have 1o arvoid tactile
conlaet Decause s sernal
finplications.

, Ford: “Thatg crap.  Walking
i a4 finely halanced manoeiyvre,
IT we knocke azainst each oliwer
we'dd full over,»
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