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Radio
Backward glances

With one year gone and another
come—iiot even a decent inter-
val—this is a time for retrospects
and summings up, or would be
if a quick glance at the last
twelve months’ cuttings had not
made it obvious that any attempt
at a short and comprehensive
tour of the year’s ups and downs
is likely to be in vain: there is
too much, too different.

It will be no news to any
reasdnably regular readers of
this column that, in the view of
one shop inspector, among the
rocery’s worst depleted shelves
tas been the one labelled
Science Broadcasting, so it is
encouraging, if one also looks
ahead, to see that this may be
about to improve. The Listener
for December 27 published the
coming quarter’s “ Radio Plans ”
and amongst them is a return of
Brian J. Ford’s Where 4dre You
Taking Us? (Janua 13, R4)
while Radio 3 is to launch on
January 28 a new fortni htly
series, Scientifically Speaking,
presented by John Maddox and
designed to “reflect significant
scientific = development  and
cxamine major national and
international scientific issues”.
Something like this is long over-
due and I welcome it most
warmly, reserving only, the hope
that it will live up to its design
and correct the technological
and ethical imbalance of radio
science until] now. Mr Ford’s
second innings also looks pro-
mising, in particular the pro-
ramme which is to examine the
iochemistry of mood.:

David Wade



