Independence is the mother of invention

I TRAVELLED to Cambridge with
- mixed feelings last Friday morning.
[n the first place I was nervous about
speaking at the Mensa conference
“Inventing the Future”. It is a
subject that interests me but I've
always doubted whether 1 would
pass the Mensa IQ entry test.

I also had misgivings about meet-
ing Sir Clive Sinclair on more or less
equal terms. I had interviewed him a
couple of umes and met him at press
conferences; 1n normal circumst-
ances I would have welcomed the
opportunity to talk to him infor-
mally. ' _

But Sir Clive, who i1s a man I
admire, had recently done a deal
with Robert Maxwell from whom 1
and my colleagues bought Financial
Weekly last May. One of the
opening lines of my prepared
speech, stolen in the event by my
chairman Brnian J Ford, the broad-
caster, writer and science popularis-
er, was: “We have just bought a
company from Robert Maxwell”.

[ was not at all sure that the
‘rescue’ of Sinclair Research by
Maxwell’'s company Hollis Brothers
was a good thing either for Sir Clive
or for Sinclair Research or indeed
for Britain’s microcomputer industry
at large.

But at Sir Clive’s party that
evening, attended by all the Mensa
delegates and the speakers, the
entrepreneur seemed quite sanguine
about the deal that would have given
Maxwell a controlling 75% stake in
Sinclair Research. We were discus-
sing the possibility of Maxwell’s
youngest son Kevin joining the
Sinclair Research board when Sir
Clive was called away to take a
phone call.

When he returned he announced
that Maxwell had withdrawn.

Sir Clive seemed quite sanguine
about that too. He doesn’t give much
away. He pointed out that Sinclair
Research had recently done a deal
with the Dixons retailing group.
which now includes Currys, and that

But Sir Clive was clearly puzzled
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